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QUARTERLY UPDATE TO  

GEC BOARD OF MANAGEMENT AND ADVISORY COUNCIL  
(APRIL TO JUNE 2021) 

 

Introduction  
This report is submitted to the Board of Management and Advisory Council of Global Environment 
Centre (GEC) to provide updates on the progress of GEC’s activities and finances for the second 
quarter (Q2) of 2021 i.e. April to June. In Q2, all events, programmes, and field surveys were 
carried out on a small scale - in adherence to restrictions under the Movement Control Order 
(MCO) set by the Government of Malaysia in January 2021 to break the chain of infection of 
COVID-19 virus. Between January and May 2021, GEC was able to operate with a permit from 
the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI), which allowed us to maintain core 
operations and activities on key project sites in some states namely Selangor, Perak and Pahang. 
Most GEC staff continued to work from home (WFH) throughout this time and field activities were 
significantly reduced after 1st June under the (Full) MCO-3. 

 

Progress Updates 

River Care Programme 
 

GEC’s One Stop Centre (OSC) in KRT Klebang Selatan, Perak was 
successfully launched on 10 April 2021 by the Mayor of Ipoh with 
funding from Yayasan Hasanah (YH). The centre, which sells 
tapioca chips produced by KRT Klebang Selatan has generated 
income of around RM12,000 from September 2020 till April 2021. 
With additional YH support, an eco-trail for mountain biking 
activities at Kampung Tonggang and a trail to Mount Korbu were 
established  for a community-based tourism programme. Under a 

UNDP project, a One Stop Education Centre (OSEC) at 
Kampung Tonggang has been constructed to house educational 
facilities and teaching aids. Under the Global Environment 
Facility 5 (GEF5) project, soil stabilisation and tree-planting 
activities have been carried out at a new plot (Plot 5) – a 
bioengineering site at Simpang Pulai highway. On 5 April 2021, 

GEC conducted a workshop on Payment 
for Ecosystem Services (PES) for the 
upper Kinta basin with representatives of 
various local government agencies.  
  
Under W.A.T.E.R. project, river water quality, biological water quality and 
hydrology studies carried out at three sites: Sg Penchala Open Classroom, 
Constructed Wetland Cell and Sg Way. The Sg Selangor (downstream) 
communities at Bestari Jaya managed to establish three community 
gardens as part of their food security initiative.  
 

Under the GEF5 Mainstreaming Biodiversity into Riverine Management - Klang River Basin 
component, a post biodiversity study was conducted, which showed presence of an increased 
number of species at the enhanced riverine sites, The City Nature Challenge 2021: Klang Valley 
was held in collaboration with University of Malaya Water Warriors and Sekitar Kita from 30 April 
to 3 May 2021 to promote community participation in observing, recording and identifying the 
biodiversity within their riverine area or surrounding areas. In total, 35 Friends of Klang River 
Basin (FoKRB) members from 12 communities along the Klang River stretch participated in this 
challenge and 14 community projects were created to share their findings in the iNaturalist app.  

One Stop Education Centre (OSEC), 
Kg Tonggang 
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iNaturalist’s Mainstreaming Biodiversity Conservation into River Management – Klang River basin project 

 
Three online sharing sessions were conducted covering biodiversity, ecosystem restoration and 

bees as pollinators and its relationship with the river.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Nilai Kepelbagaian Biologi bagi Konservasi Sungai di Malaysia – Kepentingan kepada 

Komuniti Tempatan dan Persekitaran” (4 March 2021) 

 

       

“Lebah & Sungai Saling Melengkapi” (26 June 2021) 

   

Forest and Coastal Programme 
 
The following activities were successfully implemented during this period: 

 
 A total of 7,000 mangrove trees was planted over sites totalling 3.5 ha. This includes 2,000 

and 5,000 mangrove trees planted on a one hectare and 2.5 hectare of degraded land at Tg 
Surat and Kuala Gula by Sahabat Hutan Bakau Pulau Tanjung Surat (SHBPTS) and Sahabat 
Hutan Bakau Kuala Gula (SHBKG) respectively. 

 Community nursery: The Komuniti Warisan Hutan Sg. Tengi Selatan (KWHSTS) Nursery 

established at Felda Sg Tengi Selatan, raised about 350 tree saplings to be planted at Bukit 

Belata (Extension) Forest Reserve (BBEFR). The community nursery of Sahabat Gambut Asli 

Temuan (SGAT) at Kuala Langat North Forest Reserve (KLNFR) was refurbished with netting, 

a sprinkler system, planting beds and equipped with an education corner, while community 

nursery of Sahabat Hutan Gambut Selangor Utara (SHGSU) was also upgraded with an 

additional water tank, netting and an essential planting equipment.  

 



3 

 Six units of piezometers were installed at Forest Compartment (FC) 3, FC 7 and FC 25 for 

water table monitoring at BBEFR.  

 As a measure to prevent and control fires in the RMFR & KLNFR, 10 units of canal 

blocks were constructed in collaboration with SHGSU and SGAT: eight units at FC 99 & FC 

100 (RMFR) and two units at FC 6 (KLNFR). Locations for additional 10 units of canal blocks 

have been identified.  

 PFR Programme 2020/2021: Interactive Online Learning sessions were completed via Zoom 

for Peatland Forest Ranger students, with 192 students in attendance. To enhance the 

interactive learning, there were competitions with prizes offered to winners including trophies, 

certificates and cash rewards.   

 Peer visit of KWHSTS members to Sahabat Hutan Gambut Selangor Utara (SHGSU) 

Community Nursery and hands-on activities to explore the establishment and management of 

community nursery. 

 Patrolling and monitoring activities were conducted by SHGSU (at RMFR), SGAT (at 

KLNFR) and KWHSTS (at BBEFR) including daily updating of Fire Danger Rating System 

(FDRS) boards and weekly water table monitoring at the adjacent forest reserves to prevent 

forest fires, illegal hunting and encroachment. 

 Pertubuhan Sahabat Gambut Asli Temuan (SGAT) was registered to and received 

approval from Selangor’s Registrar of Societies office on 27 May 2021 as the first Orang 

Asli (OA) - Temuan community group to safeguard the peat swamp forest in KLNFR 

and the social interests of the community in Mukim Tanjung Dua Belas. 

 Two handicraft kiosks were established in Kg. OA Bukit Cheeding and Kg. OA Kempas 

Island and equipped with handicraft production materials and interpretation signages under 

the United Nations Development Programme-Ministry of Finance (UNDP-MOF) project. 

 

SHBPTS planted 2,000 mangrove trees under the Treasure the Mangrove Project at Tg Surat, Johor. 

 

 

Constructed canal blocks at FC 99 & 100 (RMFR), Selangor 
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Community nurseries of SGAT and SHGSU refurbished with netting and sprinkler system 

Peatland Programme 
 
Work continued on various activities at Southeast Pahang Peatland Landscape (SEPPL). Activities 
included: site assessment of the YP Plantation Holdings - GEC Recovery Project area, community 
nursery and lining planting trainings (Yayasan Petronas Walk4Trees programme), and community 
planting (UNDP and Walk4Trees). 1,700 Macaranga saplings were planted by Orang Asli 
communities in degraded peat swamp forest areas during the reporting period. GEC engaged in 
active discussions with Pahang Forestry Department (Jabatan Perhutanan Negeri Pahang, JPNP) 
to provide updates of activities undertaken within SEPPL. GEC also initiated discussions with TH 
Plantations Berhad on a potential Recovery Project. In addition, the GEC site office in Pahang was 
moved from Chini to Pekan on 19 April 2021. 
 

There was significant progress in Sabah and Sarawak. 
Ongoing stakeholders engagement in Klias Peninsular 
Peatland Landscape (KPPL) included interviews with 
the village heads as well as engagement with district 
and forestry offices supported by Technical Assistance 
and Knowledge Exchange for Sustainable Management 
of Peatland Ecosystems in Malaysia (TAKE-SMPEM) 
Project. In addition, with the support of local staff and 
site facilitators in Sabah and Sarawak, we have been 
established community nurseries for the Walk4Trees 
initiative.  

 
GEC continues to be involved in Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO) Working Group’s 
discussions on the review of the MSPO standards. Additionally, GEC is involved in revising 
Independent Smallholder modules on peat for Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil Peatland 
Working Group (RSPO PLWG) and updating the Drainability Assessment Procedure of RSPO. 
GEC joined focus group discussions on the National Policy on Biological Diversity 2016-2025 on 
16 and 18 June 2021 and provided significant input on the new policy development for 2021-2030. 
GEC participated in several virtual knowledge sharing sessions including documentation of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) and on SEPPL at local and international levels including the 16th 
International Peatland Congress (3 May to 6 May 2021) and GEC webinar (4 June 2021).  
 
Our sister organisation Yayasan Gambut in Indonesia supported on-the-ground activities in Giam 
Siak Kecil landscape in Riau. GEC and Yayasan Gambut were involved in International Fund for 
Agricultural Development’s (IFAD) Mid-Term Review Mission for the Sustainable Management of 
Peatland Ecosystems in Indonesia (SMPEI) project from 31 May to 23 June 2021 through site 
visits to four project villages in Riau, as well as virtual meetings with Indonesia’s Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry.  
 
At regional level, our collaboration with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
is progressing and the Training Module 3 (on field verification and mapping of peatlands for 
country use) was completed and is being  translated into local languages in Cambodia, Lao PDR 
and Myanmar. In addition, 3rd Programme Steering Committee (PSC) of ASEAN Peatland 
Programme meetings were held on 28 June (on GEF-IUCN Mekong Peatlands Project) and 29 
June 2021 (on the Measurable Action for Haze- Free Sustainable Land Management in Southeast 
Asia Programme). Both the PSC meetings adopted indicative Annual Work Plan and Budgets 
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(AWPB) for 2022. Additionally, GEC also participated in the 6th Meeting of ASEAN Task Force on 
Peatlands (ATFP) on 30 June 2021. 

 
Outreach & Partnership 
 
In conjunction with World Environment Day 2021, GEC 
organised a web forum entitled “GEC’s Ecosystem 
Restoration Journey” on 4 June 2021.  GEC leaders 

shared GEC’s experience and insights on 
environmental conservation and restoration under 

its various programmes. The forum was attended by 

87 participants including representatives from 
government, private sector, community and civil 
society. The event also received news coverage from 
various local media. 
 

On 5 May 2021, GEC received a visit from the Ambassador of 
Sweden, His Excellency Dag Juhlin-Dannfelt at GEC’s office who 
was keen to learn about environment protection and climate 
change efforts in Malaysia and GEC’s work. On advocacy work, 
GEC made issued a media release on 6 April 2021 to assert 
GEC’s stand on the peat swamp forest in Selangor Smart Agro 
Park (SSAP). GEC also issued a joint- media release with partners 
(Yayasan Sime Darby - YSD and SHBKG) in support for the 
nomination of Kuala Gula-Matang Mangrove Forest as a 8th 
Ramsar site. The Star daily published a half-page report on this.  

 
Under the Yayasan Petronas Walk4Trees tree-planting 
programme, 23 community groups have been involved in 
setting up nurseries which have prepared  53,321 
seedlings to be planted in 14 sites across 10 states, and a 
total of 16,152 saplings were planted by community 
members in five sites between January and June 2021.  
 
 

Visibility  
 
There were 66 media coverages on GEC between 1 April and 31 June 2021 (RCP: 26, FCP: 27, 
PP: 1, General: 12). These coverages had a total PR value of RM2,256,301 and cumulative 
potential reach of 6,051,748 people.  
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Planned events  
The following are the planned GEC events and activities from July to September 2021: 
 

Date (TBC) Venue Event 

August -
November 2021 

Planting sites in 11 
states 

Walk4Trees tree planting with indigenous people and local 
communities in various planting sites in 11 states. 

3,17,31 July 
14, 28 August 
11 September 

Online (Zoom) Six sessions of webinar training on social media workshop 
from July 2021 to September 2021 for selected FoKRB 
members 

10 July 2021 Online (Zoom) W.A.T.E.R. Project: Webinar on River monitoring and pollution 
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reporting  

21 July 2021 Online (Zoom)  UNDP OA MGF Virtual Project Monitoring   

July 2021 Online (Zoom)  
 

Virtual meeting with stakeholders on peatland rehabilitation in 
Southeast Pahang Peatland Landscape 

28 July 2021 Online (Zoom)  
 

Webinar on Food Security – in conjunction with World 
Population Day  

4 August 2021 Online (Zoom)  
 

Closing Ceremony for Peatland Forest Ranger’s (PFR) Online 
Interactive Learning Sessions 2020/21 

12 August 2021 IGEM2021 Online 
Platform 

Water Resources Management : Redefining Sustainability 
under IGEM 2021 

31 August 2021 Pengkalan Kampar, 
Klang 

Launch of the RCEC Downstream Open Classroom  

9 September 
2021 

IGEM2021 Online 
Platform 

Peatland Ecosystem: Carbon Store or Carbon Source to 
Malaysia’s Nationally Determined Contributions 

26 September 
2021 

Online (Zoom)  Webinar on Community-Based River Monitoring in conjunction 
with  World River Day 2021 

September 2021 Simpang Pulai-
Cameron Highlands, 
Perak 

GEF5: River Walk in Sg Kinta Open Classroom 

 


