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Introduction

This report provides updates on the progress of GEC’s activities for the third quarter (Q3) of 2024: July
to September.

River Care Programme

Webinar series with Yayasan PETRONAS

In Q3 2024, GEC and Yayasan PETRONAS kick-started
its series of webinars and panel discussions on natural
disasters in Malaysia under the Enhancing Local Action
and Community Participation in Disaster Preparedness
& Response Project. Two webinars were organised,
one on July 10, entitled “Bencana Alam di Malaysia:
Tahukah Anda?” where 221 participants learnt on the
mechanism for disaster management from National
Disaster Management Agency (NADMA). The other one
on “Senario Banijir di Malaysia”, was held on Sept 10
with 187 participants, featuring speakers from
Department of Irrigation Drainage (DID) Malaysia,
National Water Research Institute of
Malaysia (NAHRIM), and NADMA.

Exciting events Kampung Sg Tonggang

On July 20, 22 OA community members from Kampung Kenang and
10 from Kampung Sg Tonggang participated in a Community
Empowerment and Capacity Building Programme in Ecotourism
Management. The programme is part of the activities under the
Hasanah Special Grant 2023, supported by Yayasan Hasanah and
the Ministry of Finance Malaysia.

Cyberjaya Lake Gardens’ wetland planting

Under the Community-based Ecological Restoration at Cyberjaya
Lake Garden project, GEC together with seven employees of Taylors
University, embarked on a wetland planting on July 22 at a new site,
which aims to improve water quality that is flowing from the lake to
the wetland area. A similar activity was conducted on July 24 with 33
students and lecturers from SEGI University.




World Rivers Day celebration

GEC took on a prominent role at the national level World Rivers Day Celebration 2024 on Sept 20 at
Sungai Tebrau, Johor organised by DID Malaysia. Through funding support from the National River
Care Fund (NRCF), GEC organised a RIVER Ranger training for 50 students from Sultanah Engku Tun
Aminah Secondary School (SETA) as well as for communities, including Friends of Sungai Tebrau. The
participants learnt the theoretical and practical aspects of RIVER Ranger training and the school
received a river monitoring Kkit.

On Sept 21, Friends of Sungai Tebrau community were presented
with a RM5,000 grant from NRCF by Deputy Prime Minister, YAB
Dato' Sri Haji Fadillah Haji Yusof, who is also the Minister of Energy
Transition and Water Transformation. At the event, the DPM also
launched the river address of Kampung Bakar Batu, Tebrau.

Additionally, our JKGEC member, Section 19 Resident Association
clinched the third prize with a cash prize of RM10,000 for the
country’s coveted Anugerah Sumber Air Negara (AKSA) 2024,
presented by the DPM. During the event, the DPM also visited
GEC's exhibition booth.

== ==== == Meanwhile in Perak on Sept 26, nearly 120 local community
' members and stakeholders were honoured at the Award and
Recognition Ceremony 2024 for River Stewardship in Kinta River
Basin. The event co-organised by GEC and the DID Perak, with
support from Yayasan Hasanah (YH) was officiated by Perak State
Exco for Infrastructure, Energy, Water, and Public Transport,
YBhg. Dato' Seri Ir. Mohammad Nizar Jamaluddin.

In Kuala Lumpur, GEC also participated as an exhibitor at DID

PRy it & 3 Federal Territory Kuala Lumpur’'s World Rivers Day celebrations
on Sept 12 Amongst others, RCP showcased the RIVER Ranger and SMART Ranger modules, and a
demonstration on making candles with used cooking oil.

Forest and Coastal Programme
Ecosystem Restoration Initiatives

= GEC planted a total of 12,916 trees with involvement of over 1,600 volunteers across Peninsular
Malaysia during this quarter under FCP’s partnership initiatives. These include 5,200 mangrove
trees at Kuala Muda (Kedah), Kampung Dato' Hormat (Selangor), Kuala Gula (Perak), Pulau
Tanjung Surat (Johor), and Parit Kassim in Muar (Johor). Peatland and inland trees (7,716)
including high-quality enrichment species at Raja Musa Forest Reserve — RMFR and Kuala Langat
North Forest Reserve — KLNFR (Selangor), Jus Dam (Malacca), and Gunung Arong Forest Reserve
— GAFR (Johor).

Environmental Education Workshops and Programmes

» Singapore-based charity, PM Haze organised a regional visit with 20 students and six academic
staff, from Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia. It included two-day visit (July 21-22) hosted by GEC
to RMFR and KLNFR, the Temuan Culture Information Centre (TCIC) and GEC-CoSPeC to learn
about community-based peatland restoration and water management through Nature-based
Solutions (NbS). : : %)

» GEC hosted a 14-day Wetlands study tour of Malaysia
(Aug 24 to Sept 7) for 20 RMIT (Royal Melbourne Institute
of Technology) students accompanied by two lecturers,
focusing on community-led wetlands restoration and
ecosystem conservation in Selangor, providing hands-on
learning in wetland conservation and management.




Mangrove Forest Ranger Programme hosted a nine-day Mangrove Forests Education and
Awareness Carnival in Kota Tinggi, Johor (Sept 1 to 11), engaging 2,619 students, teachers,
parents, and staff from 12 schools in raising awareness about mangrove conservation.

Community-Based Initiatives

GEC’s Community-Based Conservation of Peat Swamp Forest Biodiversity Project in Gunung
Arong Forest Reserve (GAFR) engaged local communities in the area to document fish species,
including two endangered Betta species (B. tussyae and B. tomi) from July to September 2024.
This demonstrates the effectiveness of collaborative conservation and highlight's GAFR’s
ecological importance for future initiatives.

Conservation Efforts and Partnership

A two month-long aerial and field assessment was conducted from July to August 2024 at the North
Selangor Peat Swamp Forest (NSPSF) and South Selangor Peat Swamp Forest (SSPSF) to collect
and record data on peat soil and water parameters, biodiversity (flora and fauna), and hydrological
dynamics. This provided a baseline for the development of Integrated Management Plan for both
NSPSF and SSPSF, conservation efforts and future monitoring strategies.

GEC and Leader Energy launched the 5-Year Mangrove Conservation and Climate Action for
Sustainable Living Programme on July 6 at FC 10 in Merbok Forest Reserve, Kedah. This
programme aims to protect and restore mangrove ecosystems, promote climate resilience, and
sustainable living within local communities.

GEC and Aramco signed an agreement on International Mangrove Conservation Day on July 26,
2024 to expand the Community-based Mangrove Protection and Planting Programme in Southeast
Asia. The aim is to protect mangrove ecosystems, engage local communities, and promote
sustainable livelihoods through impactful cross-border partnerships.

A Forest Biodiversity Scientific Expedition at GAFR in Mersing, Johor, co-organised by Johor
Forestry Department, GEC and TH Plantations, was conducted on Sept 17 to 21, focusing on
research of peat swamp, freshwater swamp and mangrove forests. The expedition gathered
biodiversity data, verified forest strata, and confirmed the presence of a quartz ridge in GAFR to
support future conservation efforts.

Yayasan Sime Darby and GEC launched a three-year project at Parit Kasim in Muar (Johor), on
Sept 30, aimed at the restoration of 25 hectares of mangrove ecosystems through the planting of
50,000 trees across four states. This initiative supports six community organisations and
encompasses post-planting maintenance and hydrology management, while also empowering local
communities in Johor, Kedah, Perak, and Selangor.



Peatland Programme

The Peninsular Malaysia Forestry Department (JPSM)
appointed GEC to prepare Guidelines to Develop State
Action Plan on Peatlands (SAPP) in July 2024, which is
a tool to assist the state governments to prepare SAPPs
for their respective states. It will contribute to the
country’s effort to implement relevant activities outlined
. in the ASEAN Peatland Management Strategy (APMS)
and later the second National Action Plan on Peatlands
(NAPP). Stakeholder meetings with JPSM and the
Sustainable Management of Peatland Ecosystems in
Malaysia (SMPEM) project management offices at
national level and state (Pahang, Selangor, Sabah and
Sarawak) was held on July 12, with follow-up meetings were hosted in in Sabah and Sarawak on Aug
27 and 28 to present the SAPP Guideline concept.

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) appointed GEC to support the Malaysian
government in developing a project design document on Sustainable Agriculture and Plantation in
Peatland Landscapes in Malaysia (SAPPLIM). A designh mission (Sept 10 to 25) and stakeholder
meetings and field visits at federal and state levels, were crucial to gather stakeholder feedback. Amidst
ongoing discussion with relevant government agencies, the draft SAPPLIM project document is
expected to be completed by end of 2024 for the government’s review.

The five-year Technical Assistance and Knowledge Exchange (TAKE-SMPEM) project has officially
ended on Sept 30, with activities implemented at national and state levels, involved Pahang, Sabah,
Sarawak and Selangor, as well as support to Indonesia and Uganda, through collaboration with local
CSO partners.

Pahang

In Pahang, GEC trained Kg Meranti and Kg Wah Wah
Villagers on nursery maintenance for the GEC'’s
seedling buyback programme (July 2 and Sept 19).
Through the session, the communities learnt to
improve their seedling production and enhance
nursery management skills, while gaining practical
knowledge on collecting wildlings and sowing seeds to
increase the variety of peatland species seedlings in
the nursery. GEC also conducted a Fire Prevention
Awareness Programme series in collaboration
SMPEM and DOE, for several villages within the ' '
Southeast Pahang Peatland Landscape (SEPPL) namely Kg Sungai Kalong, Kg Cenderawasih, Kg
Selingkong, Kg Arong, and Kg RPS Runchang. The series was aimed to educate communities on the
consequences of open burning in peat areas and enhance their knowledge to help reduce peat fires in
the landscape.

Sabah and Sarawak

Following the March fires that ravaged almost 15 ha of
farmland in Ladang Nenas Kg. Takuli, Beaufort, in Sabah,
impacting the income of the farmers, two canal blocks were
built in an effort to raise the water level in this area. On Sept
5, GEC contributed a total of 200 saplings, to five villages
for the district level low carbon programme, as part of a CSR
activity under the |-Komuniti Lestari programme together
with the Kuala Penyu District Council.




In Sarawak, GEC initiated a rapid assessment to support development of a project proposal to establish
additional conservation areas of community’s watershed protection and a connectivity area linking the
Pulong Tau National Park to the Heart of Borneo area.

Regional

GEC organised a partner dialogue for the ASEAN
Investment Framework for Haze-Free Sustainable Land
Management (AIF-HFSLM) on Aug 12. This created a
platform for potential collaboration with other projects from
the United States Agency for International Development-
Partnerships for Green Investment (USAID-PAGI) and
Sustainable Rice Platform (SRP). The dialogue was held
back-to-back with the Regional Programme Steering
Committee of Measurable Action for Haze-Free
Sustainable Land Management in Southeast Asia
(MAHFSA) and ASEAN Task Force on Peatlands (ATFP),
which discussed establishment of an ad-hoc task force
and implementation plan for the AlF.

Yayasan Gambut

Yayasan Gambut embarked on a carbon assessment
programme of an estimated 300 hectares of peat forest area in
collaboration with a professional team from Yogyakarta. The
team initiated the project by undertaking a carbon assessment
survey in August and is currently compiling information for
analysis to the initial report.

A mangrove monitoring training program was conducted from
August 9-11 in Kelapa Pati Village. Subsequently, a baseline
report of the mangrove assessment was completed in Kelapa
Pati and Buruk Bakul Villages. A total of 7,766 mangrove
seedlings were planted in Buruk Bakul Village, and 4,000
mangrove seedlings were propagated in Kelapa Pati Village.

Outreach & Partnership Programme

JKGEC’s webpage on GEC website

At the start of Q3 2024, GEC successfully completed the revamp of the GEC website. The new website
is now updated, fresh layout and design, making it breezier to browse both on desktop and mobile
devices, and offers a better UX (user experience) for visitors to the website. A new feature in the website
is the introduction of a new webpage for the recently founded GEC Community Network (Jaringan
Komuniti GEC - JKGEC). The platform that enables their designated community leaders to share
pictorial updates of their key activities with GEC to showcase and highlight to the public.

@ o

Building Partnerships
National River Gare Fund GEC Community Network

for the Environment




GEC’s second nationwide Community Sharing & Learning Forum

From August 17-19, GEC hosted its second nationwide Community Peer Learning Forum and Site Visit
with participation of JKGEC communities. The 3-day, 2-night forum in Ipoh, Perak was attended by 50
indigenous peoples and local community members (IPLCs) from 32 JKGEC communities nationwide
(including Sabah and Sarawak) and Indonesia, who are actively undertaking conservation and
restoration activities alongside GEC. The forum served as a platform for communities to exchange
experience and knowledge, focusing on sustainable management of river and water sources, and
included animated discourse among the community members. A site visit to three community-based
project sites Klebang Selatan, Chemor ldaman, and Kampung Sungai Tonggang, was an opportune
peer learning experience for them.

Media Familiarisation Trip

The forum included a Media Familiarisation Trip that provided a unique opportunity for journalists and
media representatives to explore community-led sustainable initiatives across several key locations.
Through the exhibition showcasing the locally-produced sustainable products by the various
communities, the media representatives had the opportunity to interview community leaders and
members, learning firsthand about their sustainable production methods and the impact of these
initiatives on local livelihoods. A total of four media agencies followed the trip, namely Bernama, New
Straits Times, The Edge and Sin Chew Daily. The media representatives joined participants along all
activities and experienced first-hand on the sustainable efforts implemented by the local communities,
supported by GEC together with various government agencies and corporate partners.

The media familiarisation trip successfully highlighted the diverse sustainable practices and products
developed by these communities, fostering greater awareness and appreciation of their efforts towards
sustainability and community empowerment.

GEC is co-beneficiary of Boat Noodle’s fundraising campaign

GEC was selected to be one of two beneficiaries for a fundraising
campaign launched by restaurant chain, Boat Noodle in August. The
restaurateur committed to donate RM1 to both GEC and co-beneficiary
Upcycled by Fuze Ecoteer for every cup of Cha Yen drink sold at any
of its Boat Noodle outlets starting August 16. Through the ongoing
campaign they aim to sell 100,000 cups to raise RM50,000 for each
organisation.




Visibil

ity

There were 51 media coverages on GEC between July and September 2024 (RCP: 27; FCP: 15;
General: 9). These coverages had a total PR value of more than RM 1,194,357 and cumulative potential
reach of more than 3,637,542 people.

Volunteers plant 1 OOO mangrove trees in Merbok Forest Reserve
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Planned events for Q4 2024

The following are the planned GEC events and activities from October to December 2024:

Date Location Event
October
1-6 Kuala Gula, Perak Kuala Gula Mangrove Assessment together with Friends of Mangrove
Kuala Gula
1 Bukit Belata (Ext) Forest Site Visit by Prosper Capital Holdings Sdn Bhd
Reserve (FC 25), Selangor
12 Pulau Tanjung Surat, Johor Aramco Tree Planting
12 Bukit Kiara, Kuala Lumpur River Walk with SPARK Foundation
15-16 Gopeng, Perak Forest & Coastal Community Development Training Programme
16-17 Selangor 6t Series: Closing of Implementation of Standard Operating Procedure
for Pahang’s Peatland Fire Prevention to Address the Haze Situation in
Malaysia
16 Kg OA Tonggang, Perak Site Visit to Kayuh D'Tonggang with WWF Malaysia
17 Perak Site Visit to Kinta River Basin Hub with WWF Malaysia
19-20 Kg Pasir Baru, Kuala Lumpur | Flood Ranger Training-of-Trainers for 5 Communities
23 Pekan, Pahang Fire Prevention Awareness Programme at SK Simpai
23-31 Cali, Colombia Convention On Biological Diversity (CBD) COP16
25 Cyberjaya Lake Garden Wetland Planting and Pollinator Garden Maintenance
25 Ladang Sungai Bebar Selatan | YP Plantation Holdings (YPPH) Tree Planting
(LSBS), Pekan, Pahang
26 Sg Way, Selangor River Clean-Up with Communities and Volunteers,
26 Kuala Langat North Forest Monthly Tree Planting Programme
Reserve, Selangor
28 Kerian, Perak YSD School Carnival at SK Sri Siakap
TBC Online Briefing ASEAN Member States on the ASEAN Investment
Framework-Haze Free Sustainable Land Management Task Force
Nomination
November
8 Cyberjaya Lake Gardens Wetland Planting and Pollinator Garden Maintenance at Cyberjaya
Lake Gardens with Microsoft and Majlis Perbandaran Sepang
9 Bukit Kiara Kuala Lumpur River Walk with Dutch Lady Milk Industries
11-22 Baku, Azerbaijan UNFCCC COP29
12 Webinar Yayasan PETRONAS Webinar on Landslides in Malaysia
13 Pekan, Pahang Black Water Fish Awareness Programme at Kg. Meranti
19-20 Selangor Study Visit by Monash University undergraduates to Raja Musa Forest
Reserve and Temuan Cultural and Information Centre
23 Gunung Arong Forest Gunung Arong Challenge (in collaboration with Johor State Forestry
Reserve, Johor Department)
23 Bukit Kiara, Kuala Lumpur River Walk with Communities
28 TBC National River Forum — Pre-Forum
TBC Beaufort, Sabah Community-Based Ecotourism Briefing/Talk, Collaboration with
SMPEM and Sabah Tourism Board
TBC Selangor Flood Ranger Train-the-Trainers Programme
TBC Five districts in Selangor Stakeholders Workshop for the Development of Integrated
Management Plan (IMP) for North Selangor Peat Swamp Forest
(NSPSF) & South Selangor Peat Swamp Forest (SSPSF) 2024-2033
December
TBC Five districts in Selangor Stakeholders Workshop for the Development of IMP-NSPSF & SSPSF
2024-2033
TBC Negeri Sembilan Flood Ranger Training-of-Trainers
16-20 (TBC) | Bangkok, Thailand Committee of Ministers/COP19 ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary
Haze Pollution (AATHP)
TBC Online ASEAN Fire Alert Phone Mobile Application scheduled to Go Live




